Introduced by Council Members Bishop, Clark, Corrigan, Davis, Fussell, Gaffney, Graham, Holt, Hyde, Jabour, Johnson, M. Jones, W. Jones, Joost, Lee, Redman, Shad, Webb and Yarborough, at the request of the Downtown Development Review Board:
RESOLUTION 2007-1297
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING OLIVER BARAKAT FOR HIS YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE ON BEHALF OF CITIZENS OF JACKSONVILLE THROUGH HIS EFFORTS AND SERVICE IN PROMOTING SUCCESSFUL REVITALIZATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF DOWNTOWN JACKSONVILLE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Oliver Barakat joined CB Richard Ellis’ Jacksonville office in 1996 as an Office Building Specialist, focusing much of his professional efforts on promotion of the use and reuse of Downtown office buildings; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Barakat participated in preparation of the City’s Downtown Master Plan, a plan promoting organized and tasteful development of Downtown properties with special focus on the pedestrian perspective and experience and access to the St. Johns River; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Barakat also participated in preparation of the City’s Downtown Zoning Overlay and its successive rewrite, which succeeded in crafting zoning regulations specifically tailored to the unique developmental needs of the Downtown urban environment; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Barakat volunteered to lend his time and expertise in developing a marketing strategy for promotion of Downtown properties and interest as part of former Council President Carlucci’s Historic Preservation and Downtown Revitalization Task Force; and


WHEREAS, in 2000, Mr. Barakat was appointed to an ad hoc advisory group to review Downtown projects to ensure consistency with the Downtown Master Plan; and 

WHEREAS, in April 2004, after the official formation of the Downtown Design Review Committee, Mr. Barakat was appointed to the DRC and has served consistently until the expiration of his third term on April 30, 2007; and 


WHEREAS, while Mr. Barakat served on the Downtown Design Review Committee, he participated in the approval of the Phase I and Phase II Berkman Plaza redevelopments, the 11E and Carling residential redevelopment projects, significant improvements and new construction projects along Riverside Avenue, the Brooklyn redevelopment plan, the Northbank Riverwalk development, the significant Southbank  condominium developments and redevelopment efforts and projects in LaVilla; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Barakat, through his seven-plus years of service, has helped shape Downtown Jacksonville by assisting in the development of a blueprint for the future, and he has provided a solid foundation for the continued reemergence of Downtown; and

WHEREAS, at its October 25, 2007 regular meeting, the Downtown Design Review Board unanimously voted to request the City Council to adopt this Resolution honoring and commending Mr. Barakat for his dedicated and valuable service; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

That the City hereby honors and commends Mr. Oliver Barakat for his many years of dedicated and effective service on behalf of Jacksonville’s citizens and the overall development of Downtown Jacksonville, and thanks him for the years of effort putting into place the framework that will promote Downtown Jacksonville as a vibrant and successful part of our City.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

/s/  Jason R. Teal                  .

Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jason R. Teal
G:\SHARED\LEGIS.CC\2007\res\Barakat Honor and Commend.doc 
1
- 3 -


